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Global Research Practicum (GRP) 



China 
Activities in Beijing and Shanghai 

• Professional Activities 
(examples) 

– Beijing 
• Microsoft, Intel 

Corporation, Volkswagen 
Group China, Baidu, 
Emerson  

– Shanghai 
• Haworth, Mission Foods, 

FedEx, Deloitte, L’Oreal 
China  

• Cultural Activities 

– Great Wall 

– Tiananmen Square & 
Forbidden City 

– People Square, Nanjing 
Road, the Bund 
(Shanghai) 

– Cooking class (optional) 

– Acrobatics Show 
(optional) 

March 3 – March 12 



Possible Research Topics 

 

 

Tapping China's luxury-goods market 
The Chinese Deflation and Debt Problem 
Healthcare (Technology; Reform) in China  
Pollution Impacts on Chinese Businesses  
Comparative Study: Education, Business, Military 
 
• University Technology Transfer  
• China's Growing Middle Class 
• Commercial Lending; Financial System  
• Business Ethics in China 
• The Chinese Deflation and Debt Problem 
 



Argentina 
Activities in Buenos Aires  

• Professional Activities 
(examples) 
– U.S. Commercial Service 

– Energy Company 

– American firms 

– Development bank 

– Entrepreneurs 

– Industrial Park 

– Argentine Business School 

 

• Cultural Activities 
(examples) 
– Tango lessons and dinner 

with tango performance 

– City tour 

– Farewell lunch at country 
home 

– Soccer game (optional) 

– Tigre for outdoor 
activities and BBQ 
(optional) 

 

March 3 – March 12 



Argentina 
Research Topics (Examples) 

• Finance majors—the effect of the 2002 default on 
ability of Argentina to borrow in int’l markets 

• HR majors—Argentina’s labor laws and HR Practices 

• Anyone—industry studies such as energy, auto, IT, 
wine, food, banking 

• IB majors—Argentina’s trade and currency 
regulations 

• Ethics—impact of corruption on business practices 

• Entrepreneurship—climate for entrepreneurship in 
Argentina 

 

 

 

 

 

 



United Kingdom and Belgium 

• Professional Activities 

– Corporate visits in the 
financial, consulting, and 
legal sectors 

– Network with UK-based 
tech innovators 

– Tours & briefings with 
both government offices 
and NGOs 

– Visit InBev, Leuven 
Belgium 

 

• Cultural Activities 

– Premier League Football 
match (Chelsea vs. West 
Ham United) 

– Tate Modern/British 
Museum 

– Tour of Belgian Brewery 
in Leuven 



United Kingdom and Belgium 
Research Topics (Examples)  

• Which other EU countries may follow?  
• How are corporate leaders preparing for the exercise of 

Article 50? 
• How does the vote affect the growth of the innovation 

sector in the UK and EU countries? 
• How will security issues that demand the integration of 

information across national boundaries be affected? 
• How can the working class be better included within the 

newer knowledge-based economies? 
• How does the rise of nationalism and protectionism affect 

the ability of MNCs to operate globally? 
• http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-09-25/brexit-leads-three-

quarters-of-britain-s-ceos-to-consider-moving 
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Application 

• http://abroad.pitt.edu/katzgrp 
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Application Timeline 

• October 3 
– Application opens 

• November 4 
– Application deadline 

• December 
– Panther Program Agreement 

• $500 non-refundable deposit due at Study Abroad 

– Enrollment confirmed 
• STEP Enrollment 
• Medical Self-Report 

• January  
– GRP courses begin 

 
 



Cost 

• $5300 for Katz PT (includes 3 credits) 
– If a part-time students registers for 9 or more 

credits during the spring term, he or she will automatically 
be billed at a full-time flat rate, plus fees. 

 

• $2300 for Katz FT 
– If a full-time Katz student wants to take the GRP in addition 

to their 15 or 18 credits, they will be charged $5300 (this 
includes tuition for the 3-credits). 

 

• $500 deposit will be due upon acceptance into the 
program. 

 
 



Cost 

• Inclusions 

 
– Academic-related trips and 

excursions 

– Tuition 

– Airfare 

– Ground Transportation 

– Hotel 

– Some meals 
• Breakfast 

• Welcome and Farewell 
dinners 

 

• Exclusions 

 
– Additional meals 

– Spending Money 

 



IBC Global Travel Award 

• Six IBC scholarships available 
– Amount: $1,000 
– Eligibility: Katz Graduate Students 

• Good academic standing (3.0+) by application deadline and 
maintain standing until award granted (mid-February)  

– How to apply 
• Through GRP Application 

– Question 1: How will this international experienced based 
learning opportunity fit and/or add to your Katz professional and 
academic development portfolio? 

– Question 2: Why do you need the IBC travel award? 

– Contact: Jacqueline Saslawski at   
 jsaslawski@katz.pitt.edu 

mailto:jsaslawski@katz.pitt.edu


Frequently Asked Questions 

• Destination 

– For 1st choice 

• Preference for first time GRP students 

• Interest in this GRP 
– Academic and Professional Goals 

– 2nd choice 

• If unable to accommodate first choice 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

• Visa 

– U.S. Citizens do not need a visa for: 

• United Kingdom 

• Belgium 

• Argentina 

– U.S. Citizens will need a visa: 

• China 
– Working through trip provider and more information will be 

provided to enrolled students 

 

 

 

https://www.travisa.com/


Q&A 

For further inquiries or feedback: 

wmcshane@katz.pitt.edu 

 

 

mailto:wmcshane@katz.pitt.edu

